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Bill Authorizes $557 Million For New York Schools; Would Improve Education, Revive
Struggling Construction Industry With 9,000 New York Jobs, & Help Fight Global Warming

  

 

  

Washington, DC - Congressman Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) last night helped the House pass a
bill that authorizes $557 million in federal funds to help renovate and modernize public schools
in New York in environmentally friendly ways.  The 21st Century Green High-Performing Public
School Facilities Act provides a total of $6.4 billion to states and school districts to help ensure
that school facilities and learning environments are safe, healthy, energy-efficient,
environmentally friendly, and technologically advanced.

  

"All across New York and the entire country there is a dramatic need for school modernization,
renovation, and repair projects.  Today, Congress is answering the call with a much-need
multi-billion dollar 'green schools' initiative," Hinchey said. "We know that children learn much
more effectively when the classrooms in which they are sitting are not crumbling before their
eyes.  For far too long, the Bush administration has unfairly shifted the responsibility of school
construction projects solely to states and local municipalities.  The House is finally stepping up
and helping to pay for these projects and setting an example for the rest of the country by
requiring that these construction initiatives be done in environmentally efficient ways."

  

According to recent estimates, America’s public schools are hundreds of billions of dollars short
of the funding needed to bring them into good condition.  While Congress provided $1.2 billion
in funding for emergency school repairs in 2001, and provided additional resources for schools
devastated by Hurricane Katrina and Rita, the Bush administration has not provided direct
funding for general school construction in any of its budgets over the last eight years.  As a
result, schools have been forced to rely mostly on state and local funding for any repair or
renovation projects.

  

Overall, the 21st Century Green High-Performing Public School Facilities Act would authorize
$6.4 billion for school renovation and modernization projects for fiscal year 2009, and would
ensure that school districts quickly receive funds for projects that improve schools’ teaching and
learning climates, health and safety, and energy efficiency.  To further encourage energy
efficiency and the use of renewable resources in schools, the bill would require that the majority
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of funds for school improvement projects meet widely recognized green building standards and
would provide states with funds to help schools track their facilities’ needs, energy use, and
carbon footprints, among other things.

  

"Committing federal funds to school construction projects is exactly the type of thing we need to
do to help spur our economy," Hinchey said. "This authorized funding would create
approximately 9,000 construction jobs in New York and at the end of the day we will have
modernized school buildings for our children which are made of substances that are healthier
for the environment and the students."

  

In the Gulf Coast, where public schools still face enormous unmet needs in the aftermath of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the legislation would authorize separate funds – $500 million over
five years – for schools.

  

In addition, the legislation would bring immediate benefits to workers in the nation’s construction
industry – one of the sectors hit hardest by the recent economic downturn – and would ensure
fair wages and benefits for workers by applying Davis-Bacon protections to all grants awarded
for school improvement projects.
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